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CONSTITUTION OF THE INTERLAKE RIDING CLUB

ARTICLE I - NAME
The name of this organization shall be the INTERLAKE RIDING CLUB (hereinafter referred to as IRC).

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

The purpose of the IRC shall be to serve our community by promoting fellowship through horsemanship while adding continuity to our society by linking generations through family involvement.

ARTICLE III - OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

Members in good standing of the IRC shall complete and sign an application for membership form with the IRC.  Others may be honourary or associate members as the board of directors shall deem appropriate. 

Section 1.  The elected officers of the IRC shall be a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Events Coordinator and Youth Coordinator.  These six officers shall constitute the Board of Directors.

Section 2.  The term of office shall be two years.  (Officers may succeed themselves for up to two terms of office.)

Section 3.  The officers shall be elected during the IRC Annual General Meeting to be held in November.  In one year, the President, Treasurer and Youth Coordinator shall be elected; the following year shall be the Vice President, Secretary and Events Coordinator.

Section 4.  Notice that the election of IRC officers will occur must be reasonably provided and announced to all IRC members at least two weeks before the election meeting.
Section 5.  Nominations of candidates for IRC officer positions may be made from the floor by any IRC member in good standing.  No member may nominate him/herself for an IRC officer position. No officer may hold more than one office at a time.  No member may hold an officer position until he/she has been a member in good standing for a minimum of one year.  

Section 6.  Officers shall be elected by a majority of those IRC members present and voting who are members in good standing except that Family Memberships shall be limited to two voting members.  The chair shall not vote except in the event of a tie for any office.  The scrutineer shall not vote.  No proxy voting shall be permitted.  A necessary quorum shall be at least one-third of eligible members.

Section 7.  Vacancies occurring among the offices shall be filled on an interim basis at the next regular meeting after the vacancy occurs.  However, if the vacancy should occur at the position of President, the Vice President shall become President, and the Vice President's office shall be filled on an interim basis.  Any officer wishing to let his/her name stand for a different office must first resign his/her existing position.  If unsuccessful he/she may stand for re-election to previous office.  Notice that any vacancy to be filled by election must be reasonably provided and announced to all IRC members at least two weeks before the election meeting.  

Section 8.  The duties of the six officers shall be as follows:

The President shall preside over all meetings of the IRC and all meetings of the IRC Board of Directors; shall plan activities of the IRC; shall set the agenda for meetings in consultation with the Secretary and shall represent the IRC in all official capacities.

The Vice President shall assume responsibilities of the President in the event of his/her absence and will also succeed the President if a vacancy should arise in that office, if so desired by the Vice President.  The Vice President will perform such tasks as assigned by the President.  
The Secretary shall prepare minutes of the meeting, prepare an agenda for the meetings in consultation with the President, and shall maintain a listing of the members.  It will be the responsibility, in conjunction with the other officers, to ensure notification is made of upcoming meetings, election, and other events to all members and others as necessary.  The Secretary shall prepare and send all official IRC correspondence as requested by the President. 
The Treasurer shall keep financial statements, oversee all moneys of the IRC, receive and distribute funds, and prepare and present a regular account summary.  It will also be his/her responsibility to arrange a third party review annually and to prepare an annual budget in consultation with other officers.  The budget shall be presented by the Board of Directors at a general meeting not later than March 31.  The Board of Directors shall endeavor to maintain a minimum bank balance of $2,500 with adjustments for inflation.

The Events Coordinator shall organize and plan events from ideas from the floor in conjunction with other officers and will assist in setting up committees to run such events.  He/she shall assist in advertising events including maintenance of the IRC's permanent signs.

The Youth Coordinator shall provide guidance, education and assistance to youth members in organizing their activities.

Section 9.  Signing Officers will include any two of the President, Vice President, Secretary or Treasurer.

ARTICLE IV - APPOINTED POSITIONS
The officers of the Board of Directors shall appoint such acting officers, project directors, committee chairmen, and committees as may contribute to the successful operation of the IRC.
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ARTICLE V - REGULAR MEETINGS AND BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETINGS
Section 1.  The IRC shall hold meetings not less than eight times per year.

Section 2.  Regular meetings shall be held at the call of the President or any three IRC officers, or upon the written and signed request of one-third of total members in good standing.  Notice of regular meetings shall be given in the most complete manner practicable, including announcement during previous meeting, or not less than two days prior to the regular meeting.
Section 3.  For each regular meeting an agenda shall be produced which will outline all aspects of group discussion that shall occur at the meeting.  All members and officers shall freely submit to the agenda.  The President must include as the last item on the agenda a time period during which the floor is opened for announcements and general discussion.

Section 4.  Board of Directors meetings shall be called by the President and shall include the President and at least two other officers.

ARTICLE VI - CODE OF CONDUCT
All members must conduct themselves in a respectable and orderly manner while representing the IRC.  Any member disgracing the club will be subject to dismissal.  Formal charges, in writing, may be brought against such a member to the Board of Directors, and at their discretion, the general membership may be advised of the charge.  A 2/3's (two-thirds) vote from the members present at a regular or special meeting, will sustain dismissal.  If a special meeting is called for this purpose, members will be advised at least 2 (two) weeks in advance.
ARTICLE VII - IMPEACHMENT
An officer who misses more than 2 consecutive regular meetings (without prior notification) or who fails to perform his/her prescribed duties properly and in good faith, shall be subject to removal from office by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII - PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE
Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall be the authority for the Parliamentary proceedings at all business meetings, except where they may conflict with the Constitution of the Interlake Riding Club.
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ARTICLE IX - AMENDMENTS
Any amendments to this Constitution must be presented in writing to the Board of Directors at least one month prior to the annual general meeting at which it would be voted on.  It must be submitted by members in good standing and be ratified by 2/3rds of total IRC membership.

ARTICLE X - DISTRIBUTION UPON DISSOLUTION

Upon the dissolution of the IRC, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making provision for the payment of all the liabilities of the IRC, dispose of all assets of the organization by holding them in trust at a financial institution for the Ev Carlson Scholarship until such funds are depleted.

ARTICLE XI - RATIFICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE

This Constitution shall become effective upon ratification by 2/3rds of members present at the meeting following the reading of this document.

· APPROVED BY MEMBERS OF THE INTERLAKE RIDING CLUB                                                                    ON THE 16th Day of APRIL, 2001 

AMENDMENTS:

At IRC 2008 Annual General Meeting November 27, 2008                                                                        Motion was made by John Logan as follows "That we change the IRC Year from January 1st to Dec 31st, effective January 1, 2009."  Motion to accept by John Logan.  Seconded by Karon Sackney.  Majority has the vote.  Motion carried.
AT IRC 2011 Annual General Meeting Feb 6, 2011

Motion was made by John Logan as follows:

"I move that we amend the Constitution, Section 8, under Treasurer, that the amount of $2500.00 be changed to $2000.00.  The wording shall be: "The board of Directors shall endeavor to maintain a minimum bank balance of $2000.00."  Motion to accept as read made by John Logan, Seconded by Tom Hammell. All in favor and Motion carried.
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